Applying to Graduate Programs in Communication Studies
Graduate school is an exciting potential option for motivated undergraduate students in communication studies. Some students choose to attend graduate programs directly after graduation, and some delay application for a few years. Regardless of your path, these are the guidelines you should follow when thinking about graduate school as an option:

⁭Area of Focus  ______________________________________________________________________
Graduate programs are not broad like an undergraduate liberal arts degree. You must select a specific area of focus – in particular, decide what kind of research you would be most interested in conducting and which theoretical perspectives you find most interesting.

⁭Graduate School Track  _____________________________________________________________
In the field of Communication Studies, two types of graduate tracks exist – theoretical and applied. Theoretical programs prepare you to continue graduate work at the PhD level and allow you be become a professor, consultant, or manager. Applied programs emphasize particular skills and prepare you for specific workforce positions in communication (e.g., PR, Advertising, Health, etc.)

⁭Minimum Qualifications  ____________________________________________________________
In general, you should have an overall GPA above 3.0 when applying for graduate programs. If you do not have a 3.0, your chances of obtaining admittance immediately after graduation are limited. You do, however, have the option of working in the industry for a few years and then applying with your industry experience.

When selecting programs, if your GPA is between 3.0 - 3.4, you should primarily look for programs that offer only Master’s degrees. Individuals with a 3.5 or higher overall GPA can look at programs that offer both Master’s and PhD degrees. 

⁭List of Potential Programs  __________________________________________________________
Once you have decided on the above factors, you will need to generate a list of potential programs. Graduate school is not like undergraduate – you must be willing to relocate to find the best fit programs as they are smaller in number than undergraduate opportunities. Additionally, most programs offer financial assistance in the form of graduate research or teaching assistantships as well as full tuition waivers to those accepted. Keep in mind that graduate programs accept no more than approximately 40% of their applications in any given year. Thus, you should generate a list of at least 6-8 programs and ensure that you have at least one or two safety options.

To research programs, go to the National Communication Association webpage (www.natcomm.org).  Go to the “Communication Programs” tab and select “Graduate Resources.” You should then see a link on the left to the “NCA Graduate Directory,” click here. This database catalogues programs in communication by degree type and location, which will greatly assist you in your search.

⁭Gre  ______________________________________________________________________________
Once you have your list of programs finalized, you will need to turn your attention to studying for the Graduate Record Exam (GRE). This exam is much like the SAT or ACT that you completed prior to applying to undergrad, but is much more advanced. The GRE is scored on both verbal and quantitative elements, with a possible total of 1600 points overall. To be a competitive applicant to any program, you must score higher than 1000 on the GRE. Moreover, if you plan to apply to programs that carry a PhD, you should score over 1100 in order to be a competitive applicant.

It is useful to obtain a GRE prep book. In particular, memorize the common words as well as refresh you memory on common Latin prefixes and suffixes. When preparing for the quantitative portion, you should review basic and advanced geometry, algebra and trigonometry. 

⁭Letters of Reference  ________________________________________________________________
If you successfully meet the requirements listed above, you can begin the application process to your list of programs. The first thing you should do is contact professors about letters of recommendation. Most programs require at least three references, so you will need to coordinate this well. Given that faculty members in the department write numerous letters of recommendation per year, you should prepare the following information for your letter writers in a ½ inch binder for EACH program you intend to apply to:

· The deadline for the letter

· A short statement about why you are applying to this program

· Relevant information about this program, including a list of faculty members currently teaching within the program.

In the front pocket of the binder, include a copy of your recent resume and a list of courses you took (are taking or plan on taking prior to graduating) within the major. Your binder of information should be delivered to each letter writer at least one month prior to the deadline for the first letter. As many programs have February application deadlines, most professors try to do these over the winter break, so you will need to turn your binder in prior to the holidays.
⁭Application Packet  _________________________________________________________________
Most programs require an application letter, a personal statement and a writing sample in addition to GRE scores and undergraduate transcripts. Make sure you order your GRE scores and transcripts in a timely manner. When working on the other three components, consider the following guidelines:

· An application letter should clearly express your specific interest in the program and address your long term educational goals.

· A personal statement should give the a committee a sense of who you are as a person. What will you bring to their program? How are your interests unique within the broader discipline? Which members of the faculty are you most excited to work with and why? Remember, this statement should focus on you and your interests – not on telling the program about itself.

· Your writing sample should be a full length research paper if possible – if you have not completed a full length research project in communication studies to this point, you might include your prospectus for your senior research project as well as an additional shorter essay (one that you feel is a strong representation of your abilities as a writer).

It is strongly suggested that you have a professor or mentor read your materials prior to sending them to programs. You can also obtain assistance from the Office of Career Development.

⁭Networking  _______________________________________________________________________
Whether you are considering a theoretical or applied graduate program, the Department strong encourages students to consider undergraduate conferences as potential sites for networking. Often, attending these conventions allows you to meet faculty and students from your target programs and can give you an idea of whether or not you actually envision yourself as part of that program.
Students interested in theoretical programs should strongly consider attending the National Communication Association, Central States or Southern States conventions. All students who intend on applying to graduate programs should submit at least one paper to an academic conference (even if that is the Paideia Undergraduate conference on campus) prior to applying for graduate programs.
