Sigma Kappa LPH FAQ’s

Q: What is LPH?

A: LPH is an academic honorary sponsored by the National Communication Association (NCA). There are almost 500 chapters at universities around the nation. Our chapter was recently selected as the best young chapter in the entire nation by NCA – and CNU’s Sigma Kappa chapter continues to be one of the best LPH chapters in the nation. 

Q: How many people get invitations to apply?

A: Out of the almost 400 majors and nearly 100 minors in the Communication Studies program, only a small percentage are eligible for LPH induction (typically about 15-20%).

Q: What are the benefits of applying for LPH:

A: Joining LPH provides you with a social network after graduation, can help bolster your resume, and is generally an important organization to be a part of if you ever intend to pursue graduate education. As a member, you receive honor cords to wear at graduation that distinguish you from other graduates.

Q: Can you tell me more what LPH does at CNU?

A: We participate in freshman welcome week, open houses, club fairs, and other on campus activities. Usually we host a social event or two each semester where students and professors mingle. We’ve done fundraising for both the department and for community organizations. Through these efforts, were have donated over $10,000 to childhood cancer research.

Q: I hear you take applications every semester. When is the best time to apply?

A: If you receive an invitation, it is in your best interest to apply now. Several students delay applying because they feel they will be able to apply at a later date only to find they are no longer eligible. This occurs because your GPA changes every semester, and depending on how you perform in your courses, you may not receive an invitation in future recruitment periods.

Q: Can I apply as a sophomore?

A: Yes! If you are currently enrolled in credits that would bring you to the 60 hour total, we assume that you will pass these credits and can bestow a conditional acceptance. Please apply.

Q: What's the point in applying if I'm graduating this coming semester?

A: Although you won't be able to participate in LPH for an extended period of time, a successful application provides a valuable asset to your resume as well as allows you to wear honor cords at the graduation ceremony in May.

Q: What counts as an official university transcript?

A: Only the Registrar's office can issue an official university transcript. You cannot use a printed transcript from CNU Live for your application. It often takes 3-5 business days for the Registrar to process transcripts without additional fees, so request your copy early.

Q: How much does it cost to join?

A: Dues are $25 per year, which helps cover the cost of your induction materials and LPH events.
Q: What kind of paper do you want for the writing sample? Does it have to be from a COMM class?

A: You should select a writing sample that best conveys your potential as a student. Choose a paper that you feel proud of in terms of your academic achievement. Though most majors do use papers written from COMM classes, your sample can be from any class taken at CNU.

Q: Does my letter of recommendation have to come from a COMM professor?

A: It is preferred that a communication professor serve as your recommender. In the case of double majors and minors, you may use a professor outside of the communication department if you feel that individual will provide a better sense of your potential as a student.

Q: Are minors really welcome?

A: Yes -- it's harder for minors to get into LPH because you are only taking 15 total credits in COMM and need 12 to be considered. This leaves many minors in a position of waiting until their last semester to apply. If you have finished at least 9 hours in COMM and are currently registered for at least 3 more COMM hours, please apply.

Q: I'm really busy and already committed to a lot of campus organizations. I've seen people in Greek life who are really busy all the time and I probably don't have that kind of time to commit. Should I still apply?

A: Yes! LPH, though technically a Greek organization, differs dramatically from social Greek organizations in terms of the time commitments required. We meet twice a month as a group, typically put on one social and one academic event a semester, and generally serve as a leadership force for all things related to Communication Studies. It is a commitment, but a very reasonable one in terms of time. We expect your attendance at least three general meetings throughout the semester and at least one of our major events.

Any questions you couldn’t find answers to on the list?
Please send an email to ronald.vonburg@cnu.edu or kathleen.kuehn@cnu.edu  requesting more information.

